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JEAN-PAUL MONNIN WINS THE SEASON-OPENER IN CAUSSES 
 

 
 
The opening round of the Clio Trophy France Terre got underway in snowy conditions and delivered on its 
promise with several battles throughout the Rallye Terre des Causses. Last year's runner-up in the 
general classification, Jean-Paul Monnin won in front of several Juniors led by Florian Bouchonneau and 
Sam Taveneau in an event that could be a precursor to a thrilling season in every category! 
 
Winter-like conditions welcomed the crews during technical and administrative checks on Friday and they launched 
the second Clio Trophy France Terre campaign facing partially snow-covered roads at the start of the Rallye Terre 
des Causses.  
 
In these tricky conditions, Romain Di-Fante won the first stage on his gravel return for the first time since 2017, edging 
out Jean-Paul Monnin. Despite a reply from the latter, Romain Di-Fante struck again on SS3 to come back at the service 
park with a 15.2 second lead over his rival, whilst Florian Bouchonneau, Mika Rasoamaromaka and Sam Taveneau 
battled hard for third place.  
  
Jean-Paul Monnin continued his offensive in the afternoon on a now snowless terrain, taking the lead thanks to his best 
times on the first two stages repeated, but Romain Di-Fante fought back at the end of the day despite a gearbox 
problem to finish the first leg with an 11.6s lead. Meanwhile, the battle for the podium raged on, with Sam Taveneau 
edging out Florian Bouchonneau and Mika Rasoamaromaka. 
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Sunday opened with the longest timed sector of the day, which was also the Jean Ragnotti Power Stage rewarding the 
five fastest drivers. Mika Rasoamaromaka scored the maximum five bonus points, beating Romain Di-Fante, whose 
hope of victory was dashed after a mistake due to an incomplete rally note in the following test.  
  
Jean-Paul Monnin reclaimed the lead, 18.2 seconds ahead of Sam Taveneau and 20.0 ahead of Florian Bouchonneau, 
who increased his pace on SS9 to narrow the gap to 8.2 seconds before the final stage. Despite the pressure, Jean-Paul 
Monnin used all his experience to seal the victory with a 14.6s lead over Florian Bouchonneau, winner in the Junior 
category ahead of Sam Taveneau. At the same time, Faniry Rasoamaromaka wrested fourth place from Julien Pontal, 
whilst his brother Mika Rasoamaromaka lost a lot of time following an error in the final kilometres. On his gravel debut, 
François Fraymouth put in a promising performance to finish sixth ahead of Florian Condamines, Marcel Abad, Gaël 
Alquier and John Laroche.  
  
Leader in the Gentlemen category, Eric Royère saw Claudie Tanghe take the lead on Saturday afternoon, but the 
Belgian driver went off the road on Sunday at the same place as Romain Di-Fante. Lilian Vialle then took the lead and 
went on for the category win ahead of Eric Royère, who regained the advantage over Christophe Rocard late in the 
rally.  
 
With the victory and one bonus point in the Power Stage, Jean-Paul Monnin leads the Clio Trophy France Terre ahead 
of Junior category leader Florian Bouchonneau in what promises to be an intense race to win an official programme 
with Clio Rally4 in 2023. Fun Meca Sport leads in the teams’ category, as do Garage De Sousa and Bandelier 
Automobiles in the Renault Network Challenge. The crews will head to the stages of Rallye Terre de Castine for round 
two of the season within the FFSA French Gravel Rally Championship (6-8 May). 
 
Jean-Paul Monnin: “I am thrilled to win this rally run in unusual weather conditions. It was a great battle with Romain 
Di-Fante, and I was surprised how fast he was given his lack of gravel experience, but it shouldn’t have been knowing 
how good of a driver he is. It was a shame the duel didn't last to the end, but some other young drivers pushed hard, 
and we had to battle just until the final kilometres for this victory. It was a blast from start to finish!” 
 
2022 Rallye Terre des Causses  
Clio Trophy France Terre  
1. Jean-Paul Monnin – Franck Gilliot 1h50:02.1s 
2. Florian Bouchonneau – Jeanne Rey (J) +14.6s 
3. Sam Taveneau – Pauline Boyer (J) +31.6s 
4. Faniry Rasoamaromaka – Judi Rakatomalala (J) +57.5s 
5. Julien Pontal – Loan Biagetti (J) +1:02.6s 
6. François Fraymouth – Romain Felicelli +1:43.2s 
7. Florian Condamines – Damien Jole +2:18.4s 
8. Marcel Abad – Pere Requena (J) +2:24.2s 
9. Gaël Alquier – Marion Alquier-Ceres +3:48.0s 
10. John Laroche – Pierrick Dupas +3:50.4s 
11. Maxime Lafon – Thomas Delmas (J) +4:16.6s 
12. Bastien Bergounhe – Mathieu Descharne (J) +4:51.9s 
13. Emmanuel Guinchard – Kilian Guinchard +5:51.0s 
14. Lilian Vialle – Manuel Ghirardello (G) +6:00.7s 
15. Baptiste Panissié – Gaël Lavernhe (J) +7:35.0s 
16. Simon Heinemann – Yves Heinemann +7:59.1s 
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17. Vincent Favre-Miville – Cédric Causse +8:34.7s 
18. Pierre-Yves Esparcieux – Kévin Duc +9:27.2s 
19. Maxime Salin – David Salin +10:12.8s 
20. Jean Lavigne – Arnaud Cubizolles (J) +12:37.2s 
21. Thomas Mouysset – Lucas Gineste (J) +12:42.5s 
22. Éric Royère – Gilbert Dini (G) +14:14.0s 
23. Christophe Rocard – Manon Deliot (G) +17:30.2s 
24. Ines Tamisier – Laurent Tamisier (J, F) +22:47.0s 
25. Mika Rasoamaromaka – Bastien Pouget (J) +24:56.6s 
26. Frédéric Perrard – Francis Leclercq (G) +34:54.7s 
27. Mattéo Chatillon – Cédric Santini (J) +40:53.4s 
Dnf. Sébastien Studer – Amanda Rossetti 
Dnf. Romain Di-Fante – Patrick Chiappe (J) 
Dnf. Claudie Tanghe – Jean-Christian d’Ennetières (G) 
Dnf. Loïc Mattei – Dominique Corvi 
 
 
 

ABOUT THE CLIO TROPHY FRANCE ASPHALTE AND TERRE 
 
After a successful launch, Clio Rally5 is now taking on all surfaces with the Clio Trophy France Asphalte and the Clio 
Trophy France Terre. With two calendars intentionally independent and complementary to maximise the 
opportunities for all, each trophy consists of five rounds of the FFSA French Taramc or Gravel Rally Championship. 
Junior, Gentlemen, Female and Teams categories allow all the contenders to be valorised while enjoying unrivalled 
technical support and a unique level of equity at this level of the pyramid. A real springboard for the most promising 
hopefuls, the best Juniors on each surface at the end of the year will be offered an official programme with Clio Rally4. 

 
ABOUT RENAULT 
 
Renault, a historic mobility brand and pioneer of electric vehicles in Europe, has always developed innovative vehicles. 
With the ‘Renaulution’ strategic plan, Renault has embarked on an ambitious, value-generating transformation 
moving towards a more competitive, balanced and electrified range. Its ambition is to embody modernity and 
innovation in technology, energy and mobility services in the automotive industry and beyond. 


